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Canandaigua, N. Y., “Mission Band,” Mrs. Mary Antis.

“ “ “ Pierce,” Mrs. M. H. Worthington.
Le Roy, N. Y., “ Little Stars,” Miss W'biting.

Farmington, Conn., Young Ladies in Miss Porter’s School.
Stratford, Conn., “ Rose of Sharon,” Mrs. W. K. Hall.
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“ “ “ Laborers in the Vineyard,”

)
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“ '• “The Marys’.” Mrs. S. W. Orton.
“ “ “ Christian Workers,” Mrs. W . W Patton.
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Before separating for the summer we send our little

paper to our earnest workers, trusting that the evidences it

contains of faithful effort during the past winter months

will be but a stimulus for the future. The instances of

hope which come to us from the “ dark places of the

earth” will show we are not sowdng seed in vain. We are

sure the descriptions of Christmas in Calcutta given by •

our missionaries will be read also with pleasure, as an

evidence that our dear society, through our representa-

tives, has ingratiated itself in the hearts of many of the

native residents, whom we are striving to benefit spiritually.

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.
REPOUTS FROM OUR MISSIONARIES.

INDIA.

Extracts from the Journal of jMiss Brittan.

TOUCHING APPEAL.

August Ith^ 1866.—My heart was very much touched by one

of my poor women to day. She is so anxious to be taught, and

listens to instructions so eagerly. She has lost all faith in Hin-

dooism, and seems like one groping about in the dark for some

resting-place. God grant that she may find a safe and sure an-

chorage on the rock Christ Jesus. “ Oh,” she says, “ we are like
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beasts. As beasts we live and as beasts we die. We are so ig-

norant, we know nothing. Why do not more of your ladies

come and teach us. They believe that unless we know about

Jesus, we cannot go to heaven. Oh ! why have they never come

to tell us before, and why do they not come now ?” I explained

to her the great expense, the trials of leaving home and friends,

and how impossible it would be for some ladies to do it. And
then I told her however many had come, until lately they would

not have received them. She rejilied that she understood it,

but now she would pray to God to send missionaries. I then

talked to her on the nature of prayer. Chundra the native

teacher explained it well, and then wrote for her a short supplica-

tion in Bengali, which she said she would learn to pray.

And now although we have under instruction one hundred

and three zenanas, and ten da3'--schools we need more money

^

more ladies^ and more native teachers. Thirt}’- new houses and
two more day-schools have applied to us, but we are obliged to

send the answer “We cannot come.” We could employ twenty

ladies in this city alone, each having a hundred souls under her

care.

ROMISH CUSTOM.

Sept. 2oth .—The Hindoos have some notions equally absurd
with the Komanists. They have a string of beads, and the more
religious of them frequently have them in their hands. Over
each name they repeat a different god’s name. Upon asking the

reason of this, they say that by the constant re2)etition of their

names, they hope one may occur to them, just at the moment of

death, and in that case that god will be their great friend and
protector in their next state of existence.

CRITICISM OF A HEATHEN ON CHRISTIAN CONSISTENCY.

A babu, the husband of one of my scholars, had a long talk

with me yesterday. He said he believed in the religion of Jesus.

“Why then,” I asked, “ do you not profess it?” “ Oh ! if I did,”

he reiJicd, “what would become of my daughters, nobody would
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marry them. Thousands of us believe in the head, but our

hearts are not touched. Our prejudices have been uprooted by

the teaching of Christian men, and '\\hen this is the case with

our women, we will be a different people. I wish we were all

Christians. I read the Bible a great deal
;
it is the best of books.

That one precept of Jesus, “ Do unto others, as ye would they

would do to you,” is worth the Kobinoor diamond. I told him

that Christianity did not consist merely in uprooting old preju-

dices and casting aside idols, which was but its outward form or

semblance
;
but that it was a transformation, an entire change of

the thoughts and desires of the heart so that those who formerly

loved sin, now loved holiness and desired to be made holy like

God. “ True,” he said, “ I know true Christianity is this, but

how few true Christians there are. I have never seen but one or

two, and I do not suppose there are more than a hundred in the

world.” Alas ! for the inconsistency of Christians that such

should be the sentiments of a heathen. I tried to show him, the

purity and holiness of the divine law, and the weakness and sin-

fulness of human nature, with its proneness to fall, even among
sincere Christians. But he seemed to be persuaded, from all he

had seen, that very little effort was made to live ujd to the pre-

cepts of Christ, for if there were more true Christians, this world

would be a paradise.

A RAT OF LIGHT.

Oct. Isi.—In three different houses to day, some of my pupils

told me that they had cast aside their idols and now only prayed

to the one true God through Jesus Christ his Son. I trust at the

last great day, there may be found many of the Lord’s hidden

ones, who have been shut up in these zenanas.

OPENING IN MIDNAPORE.

Midnapore, Oct. 12th .—I received last month several urgent

letters from Mrs. Phillips, who Ls stationed at this place, begging

me to visit them as they had commenced zenana work, and needed

a little advice. The Doorgha Poojah holidays are celebrated this

season, continuing two weeks. During this time, as it is a gen-

eral holiday all over India, all business is closed and no teaching
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can be carried on in our schools or zenanas. I selected this time

therefore for my visit and hope I may aid the work a little.

TJiere are about eight English families in this station, with

schools and a printing pi ess belonging to the Baptist mission.

There is also a pretty little Episcopal church here, but at present

there is no chaplain.

This morning I was pleased to see the servants come in to

prayers, which was conducted in Bengali. You could not per-

suade any servants in Calcutta to do this, but these people are

not Bengalees, but Sontals, who are a very simple race.

RAVAGES OP FAMINE.

Monday^ AYe see here more fearful ravages of the fam-

ine than in Calcutta. Five thousand are daily fed, and the gaunt

skeletons which meet your eyes in every direction are fearful to

behold. In the central jail of this district which I visited, are a

thousand prisoners, the most of whom, poor wretches, committed

some offense purposely, know'ing that they would be well fed in

prison. From present prospects it is feared that the famine

in most parts of the country will continue another year. About

twenty miles from here the sufferings have been dreadful in the

extreme. For many weeks you could not go out any day, but

four or five bodies would be seen half devoured by animals. The
depredations of the tiger are becoming alarming, for they have

lately fed so much on human flesh, that their taste has become
much excited. They prowl continually about the native villages

and in three instances have even had the daring to enter native

huts, and carrying off the women therein, have devoured them.

Since writing the above, Mrs. Phillips has received a letter

from her mother who resides at a station fifty miles from here.

She writes that the tigers have taken seven people from their vil-

lage, and that nightly they come wdthin twenty rods of the house.

One was so bold as to venture on the Verandah of the mission

house, and carry off a little dog which was sleeping there. Even
in the daytime when the men are at work, a little distance from

the house, they are obliged to keep three or four continually

drumming and making a noise to frighten the tigers away.
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IMPORTANCE OF WORK IN CALCUTTA.

Mrs. and Miss Phillips have opened ten zenanas. When I

visited the first one they gained access to, a woman seemed so

pleased to see me. She told me that she had seen me two years

ago at the house of one of her friends in Calcutta where she

was visiting. As her friends were being taught, that inspired

her with a desire to learn. Thus you see how imj^ortant the

work is at Calcutta. The Babus from all parts of India when
they go to Calcutta frequently bring their wives with them, and
learning what is done for women there, they begin to desire

the same.

AN EXPERIENCE OF TRAVELLING IN INDIA.

Calcutta^ Oct. 2Sth — Safe at home again. The travelling in

this country is something dreadful. For my return, Mr. A. the

chief of the police laid my Dak for me; that is, he arranged

palky bearers at every station waiting to relieve each other, and

stipulated the price I was to pay them. Had he not also sent a

policeman as far as Oolebiah I do not know what I should have

done. It was about half past ten at night before I came to the

end of my first stage. When the bearers had received the price

agreed upon, they demanded twice the sum. The second set of

bearers came and all seated themselves around the palky, then com-

menced smoking and refused to take me an inch farther until I

acceded to their wishes. I refused and shut the doors of my palky,

but as fast as I closed them on one side, they opened them on

the other. Fancy the scene, if you can. A very dark night in

a wild country, giant trees, and thick brush-wood lining the

road. My palky on the ground completely surrounded by these

black, almost naked savages— (for they are little better.) The

red glare from the torches making everything look more weird

and spectral. Add to this, all of them talking and vociferating

in the loudest tones together, and you may imagine the pleasant

situation in which I was placed. A perfect picture of pande-

monium ! I knew they would not dare to proceed to violence, as

I had a policeman with me, but he was a native and either could

or would hot prevent their extortion. It was impossible for me
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to accede to their demands for had I given way in the least, I

should have had to double the sum at every stage. So, I re-

mained in this pleasant position not without much fear and

trembling for about three hours. At length finding I was as

determined as they, my second set of bearers took me up and

started off. Having learned wisdom by experience, I would not

pay the bearers at each stage, until the succeeding set took me up.

These are a strange people, they try to defraud you as much as

they can but if they find you are a match for them, they respect

you the more.
AN EARNEST PREACHER.

December.—Last week a Mr. Tindling arrived here. He is a

theological student from Cambridge, but, as yet, has not been

ordained. In the meantime, he felt that he had a call to preach

as an evangelist, and more particularly, for a few weeks, to speak

of Christ to the educated Hindoos. He has been at Madras for

a short time, and, it is said, is a man of most wonderful power and

eloquence, while he preaches but one thing—Christ the Redeemer.

The last night of this year he delivered a lecture in the Free

Kirk, on the text—“ And the door was shut.” It was glorious.

He reminds me very much of Guinness, with the same simplicity,

but more power, energy and eloquence. He gave a lecture two

nights ago to the natives, who, among the educated, have a

thorough knowledge of English.
^
The subject was—“ What

think ye of Christ ?” I am told it was splendid. Oh, that he

may wake us all up to more zeal and devotion.

THE CHRISTMAS TREE.

We have had our Christmas tree, at which sixty natives were

present—among them a few of the ladies and children from our

zenanas. It was a great success, and looked very prettily. The
tree was large, and loaded with fruit, dolls, toys, pictures, boxes

of candy for those Tvho would eat them, and bags of nuts for

those who could not. We not only had gifts on it for those

who were present, but for our poor zenana ladies who were not

pei-mitted to come. To each of our native teachers we gave
cloth for a skirt, and a pair of stockings. We felt it was a begin
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ning, and anotlier year, I am sure, we shall gather together many
more.

AVe made them all play blind-man’s-buff and a variety of other

games, which are almost an unknown thing among them. The

shouts of laughter did one good, for these natives are very sedate,

and even among children you seldom hear a hearty laugh. When
they were tired of playing we showed them the magic lantern,

and then gave cakes and oranges to such as would cat them.

If Mrs. Le Roy could only have looked in, I think she would

have felt that her Christmas tree was fully enjoyed and appreci-

ated, and that she had made many hearts glad. May all those

who were there, and who, as yet, know not Christ, soon learn to

value that religion which teaches “glory to God, good-will to

men.”

Beautiful Star was perfectly delighted with Mrs. Le Roy’s gift,

and has been studying it ever since. When I go to see her, she

reads portions of it to me and I explain it to her. I do love her

very dearly
;
but I have little or nothing new to write about her

now. She is, I trust, with many others, slowly but steadily

progressing in divine knowledge.

DELIVEKANCE FHOM DANGER.

January 2cZ, 1867.—At the commencement of this new year,

what an occasion of thanksgiving and gratitude have we to re-

cord. A large fair is always held on the 1st at the Botanical

Gardens, w’hich are about four miles from Calcutta down the

river. As ladies from different benevolent societies may have

stalls there if they desire, we concluded to occupy one. It is a

great gala day, and thousands go there from the city. As we

wished to have our table arranged before the crowds arrived in

the morning steamboats, we engaged a little boat for the day,

and returned at dark, thus avoiding the troubles of others.

This morning a gentleman called to know if we were all safe.

It appears that the steamboat which left the Gardens at five

o’clock, was a small one, and over thirteen hundred people

crowded on it in such a way they hardly had room to stand.

The captain was utterly incapable of taking charge of the boat.
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as he had been drinking. When he neared the city, he boasted

that he could make his steamboat lly over a buoy which marked

the spot where a vessel had been lost in the Cyclone. This

river is such a dangerous one that no vessel or steamboat is al-

lowed to sail on it after dark. This steamboat struck, and

immediately began to sink. A gentleman who was on board

said the scene w’as most truly fearful. Screams, yells, prayers

and curses -were all mingled together. If all on board had re-

mained quiet, all might have been saved, as it was four hours

after the boat struck before she sank completely. A small

steamer which came up to her assistance struck likewise, and

sunk, but crowds of little boats did all they could for the poor

people. Numbers were lost by rushing into these little boats,

but, as yet, it is impossible to tell how many. It was a fearful

thing, and has cast a deep sadness over the new year.

PRAYER-MEETINGS.

January —This is the world’s Week of Prayer, when a

union prayer-meeting is held every morning. Oh, they are such

a comfort, for it seems as if every one was so much in earnest.

Three years ago to-day I landed in Calcutta
;
surely I have more

reason than ever to take up the motto—“ Fear not.”

R— and Environs of Calcutta.
Extracts of letters from Mrs. Nichols.

ENCOURAGEMENT AT H.

December ^th .—At the school at H. I found over twenty prom-

ising girls, whom I should like to visit every week if it were

possible. The woman who teaches it told me that as she kept the

school in her own house, where no boys were allowed to come,

many more girls were therefore allowed to attend.

After leaving the school, we went to the old house, and as we
were passing through the outer court, which is now quite over-

• grown with grass, a little girl called out, “ Mem, come this way;

come up here and see.” She was standing on the top of the holy
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place where the idols are placed at their poojahs. The place was

so sjiacious, and raised so high, that we could not see until we
•went up the steps. But there were a number of little girls, about

six years old, seated in a very orderly manner round three sides

of a square mat, some of them having books. I found, on exam-

ination, that they knew something of their letters, which, they

said, their brothers had taught them. One fat, chubby little

thing, who looked almost a baby, when I asked who had taught

her, said “ I taught myself.”

This is a slight illustration of the mania for learning which

now seems to be spreading all over Bengal. The wonderful

thirst for education prevailing among the young men of the

ujiper and middle classes of the natives is even greater than

their love of money, and this is saying a great deal. Let me give

you another instance of the desire for instruction which is spread-

ing through all castes and both sexes. A little girl belonging

to one of the lowest castes, and who often carries my boxes, was

telling me that her mother wished her to listen while we were

teaching in the schools, and then, if she had a book, she might,

perhaps, teach herself.

A CHRISTIAN CONVERT.

December \^th .—At J. the women are taught by a tall and

handsome widow whose name is Kali. She is very clever, and

more intelligent than any I have known in the zenanas, and has

advanced her scholars wonderfully. I wish it were possible to

send you a picture of her bright face.

Now I will turn to something more cheering and encouraging

than anything else. One of the women in J. has a husband

who has been, for many years, a teacher in the school at B. He
went to see his family one afternoon, and, with some hesitation,

told his wife that he had long been meditating an open profession

of his faith in Christ as his Saviour. To his surprise, his wife

offered no objection, but said, “If you go, I will go with you.”

How happy must the poor man have been to hear those words,

and, as you may imagine, their recital rejoiced our hearts. She
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was not considered sufficiently enlightened in Christian truth to

be baptized yet, but I was not long in seeking her to give her all

needful instruction.

She is very anxious to be taught, and told me she prayed every

day with her husband and by herself. I told her I should pray

much for her that God, who had given her strength and courage

to take such a step, would also daily give me more grace to

teach and guide her. I found she had attended service in the

chapel one Sunday morning. The feeling at J. will be very

strong upon the subject, and I doubt not I shall have a few diffi-

culties and trials to encounter for the next few months.

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FROM BABUS.

I wish I could describe the scene we had here on Christmas

morning. First, at breakfast-time, came a servant from a babu,

at whose house Miss Xottingham teaches, bringing a present for

her of almonds, grapes, raisins, oranges, figs and sweetmeats,

and, to crown it all, a large fish. No sooner had we returned

from church than in came a dozen more messengers, men and

women, bringing presents from I do not know how many babus.

Our dining-table was loaded with all sorts of good things, which

we hardly knew what to do with. We sent a large basket of

oranges and plantains to the Scottish Orphanage, and then gave

to one and another. But even then we seemed to have only dis-

posed of a little, and it will be a long time before all the candy

and nuts disappear.

OPENING AT C.

January 2^th .
—“Ella Van Brunt” went with me to C., where

we had been asked to establish a girls’ school, or, in the words

of the babus, “ help more benighted souls who had otherwise

no means of instruction.” When we reached C. we were invited

to go into a large room used as a sitting-room by the babus,

where there were about thirty little girls seated in a row, most

of whom could read. My sister Isabel wishes very much to take

the superintendence of this school, which, I think, will be a good

plan.
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The babus told me there would also be several zenanas opened

here, as many were wanting to learn. I dare say, poor things,

their chief desire is to learn needle-work, bat I hope we shall

be able to teach them something better as well. A great many
babus, according to their usual custom, came to look on. I told

them they must remember we were missionaries, and if we took

charge of the school, we should introduce our own books and

teach what we pleased. If they consented to these terms now,

we should not expect them to make any objections afterwards.

They seemed perfectly willing to agree to this.

Teaching among the girls is, if possible, more interesting than

among older women, for their minds receive and retain impres^

sions more readily. But whether old or young, God will bless

the means faithfully used for the instruction of those whom He
has chosen for His own.

EVIDENCES OF THOUGHT.

January 26 fA—In a house which I visit in Calcutta, one or

two women seem to think and feel more deeply than most do.

One day one of them asked me why God gave to Abel his Holy

Spirit and not to Cain. I explained to her how many things in

nature there were which we could not understand, and then asked

her how we could expect to understand the deep things of God,

so many of which were out of our reach. On another occasion,

when my sister Margaret w^as Avith me, and the usual question

had been asked, “Was she married?” the answer was given

that the customs of our country were entirely different from

theirs. This same woman said, almost in the words of Paul

himself, “We are so taken up with thoughts about marrying and

giving in marriage, that we have very little time to devote to

thoughts about God and his work. With you it is different;

you are much better than we.”

BIBLE LESSON TO THE CONYEHT'S WIFE.

And now to give some little report of what is, at present, the

pleasantest part of my work, that is, giving a Bible-lesson to the

new convert’s wife at B. When I see her, it seems more than to
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repay all the trouble I hare experienced in' J. in consequence of

her change. She seems in such a happy state of mind that I

feel sure God has, in His goodness, begun a work of grace in her

heart. To root out all old prejudices, is not the work of a day

;

for the belief in man’s good works, as needful to salvation, will

return again and again. But I think she is more teachable than

any one I ever have seen. Her name is Aupoorbo, which liter-

ally is before and certainly some of the events of her life

are rather unprecedented. She has now removed to B., and is

comfortably located in a small room at the back of a larger house,

occupied, I suppose, by Christians.

We learn that one of the women in Miss Brittan’s zenanas is

desiring to become a Christian and be baptized, which her hus-

band is not averse to.

Calcutta.

Extracts of Letters from Miss Nottingham,

world’s week of prayer.

January \Qth .—We have had a precious week to our souls

in the one that is just passed; the Christian world’s Week of

Prayer. Our meetings were held in the various churches of the

city, from half-past seven to eight, or nine o’clock in the morn-

ing. Each morning the church was crowded, so that a large

number were obliged to stand. My own soul has been exceed-

ingly blessed, and I have consecrated myself anew to Jesus for

another year.

STUDIES PURSUED BY ZENANA PUPILS.

To-day I have visited five zenanas where, surrounded by those

women whom I love, I feel very happy. I think many of them

are believing in Jesus and love to read about Him. I offered

one a good book of select pieces, which seemed at first to please

her very much. But, upon looking through it, and seeing no

piece headed God, or about Jesus, she gave it back, saying she

did not want to read it, as there was “ nothing about the Lord
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in it.” I have very little discouragement in introducing religious

books, for it is our rule not to visit houses where they do not

choose to read what we give ^them. I teach geography and

arithmetic as well as history sometimes. All the women learn

arithmetic quickly, for it is wonderful what clear heads they

have. History is the most difficult study, unless it is put in the

form of a very simple story. Their world has always been so

little and mjlat\ it seems as if they cannot comprehend that it is

really 25,000 miles around, and that different nations and differ-

ent governments are to be found. Every thing with them is

“ Belatee,” a term which signifies English. This ignorance is

not confined alone to the women, as half the other sex do not

realize that there can be a third nation in the world.

There are many demands upon us now to open new houses.

Twenty-five at the outside, arc all one lady can superintend and

do it well, and then the work is very hard. Each zenana aver-

ages two and a half women, so that sixty-five pupils is the num-

ber under my care besides my schools. Of course it is impossible

to undertake the superintendence of any more and do them

justice.

MISSION SCHOOL.

I have just returned from my school, and, oh ! what a set

I have had to deal with. Sometimes I feel like punishing the

little ones, but I remember my own childish days gone forever,

and then can only smile in stead of frown. Fancy forty girls, all

between the ages of four and eight, who are afraid of no one

and have never known wffiat the term “ obey,” means. Think of

them all standing or sitting so near together, that if one moves,

the whole forty must. Then, it you tell one to stand up, a

half-dozen are sure to be on their feet in a moment; or, if

you ask a question, twenty at least will answer. But, of

course there is a bright side, or this w'ould be unlike all pic-

tures. Twelve of my little ones have learned to sew^ nicely, and

each has made herself a pretty jacket to wear at the close of

school, while eight more hojic to finish theirs before that time.
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Then a majority of them can read and spell very well, and the

first two classes know a great deal about geography. They can

give the boundaries of the countries of Asia, and can point out

on the map any^ place which is asked them. They also can

cipher a little, and know how to write very nicely, and, last, but

not least, they are learning about the great God and can repeat

the ten commandments, and can sing the little hymn—“ There is

a happy land.” I think was only a few of the scholars are over

seven years of age, it is after all, a nice little school.

MARTHA, THE NATIVE TEACHER.

I have just received the avails of fifty dollars from the Sab-

bath-school in Georgetown, D. C., which was sent me for a

native teacher, and which will pay her salary for six months.

We have selected one named Martha, a very earnest Christian

woman, who has taught in the houses in which I have visited

ever since I came here. I thought I would prefer to engage her

for this money, and let her former pay go to the fresh teachers

we have employed.

Martha has had many trials, and I think is better for them.

She was left a widow when quite young, wdth two small chil-

dren. Before her marriage, she received a very good education in

one of the mission schools in the country. After her husband’s

death, she was very destitute for some time, and suffered a great

deal with her little ones. Better days soon came, for a very good

Christian native who chanced to see her wished to marry her,

notwithstanding her being a widow. She finally consented, and

they have since been very happy working for each other.

Poor Martha has had a sore affliction lately, which grieved us

all. Her eldest child, a ffne, bright girl, eight years old, we
thought would, in time, make a good teacher—but, the Lord saw

differently. One day, during the last of the rains, Martha went

to teach as usual, leaving her children at home alone. There

came up a severe shower, which made the water very deep in the

road. The little girls going out to play in it, drew near the tank

and, although no one knew quite how it was, poor Jane was
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seen floating on the water, drowned. Martha was very sad for a

while, but she has continued her teaching, and I think is more
earnest than before.

You see I am quite interested in this teacher, and hope the

Sunday scholars may be also, and may support her as theirs for a

long time. I will ask her to write them a letter in Bengali very

soon, and perhaps by the time the money sent is expended they

will be able to forward more for her support.

Extract from the letters of Miss Pilcher.

INTERESTING PUPILS.

January ^%th.—Among the pupils in the zenanas which have

been placed under my charge, is a doctor’s wife. I was surprised

to hear how well the doctor speaks English, until I heard he had
been in England. They have a very nice house furnished with

many English things, but it is really a labyrinth with its many
gates, doors, steps, and long passages, in which one could easily

lose their way without a guide. In another house I have one

dear pupil who seems to be in wretched health, and is not always

able to study. She is, I really think, a Christian in heart, and,

although her husband does not believe as she does, she often talks

to him on the subject of religion. She is learning English, and

reads Bengali very well. My sympathy is very much aroused for

her, as she seems so solitary in that house, few other women liv-

ing there. She told me to-day that, although she always lies

down, she rises the moment she hears us enter, to show her great

respect in seeing us.

NEW OPENING.

A day or two since, as I was teaching in a widow’s house, a

babu came in and said he wished some of us to call and teach his

sister and sister-in law. We consented to visit them the next

day, and found there were four children besides the women who

were desirous to learn. The sister-in-law was only thirteen, but,

beside her was a nurse with a baby four months old, which she
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said was hers. It really seems dreadful that these poor girls, so

young, should be obliged to leave their father’s house and go to

live with a husband they do not know. One bright-looking girl

in this house looked quite miserable, as she told us, her mother

would not allow her to continue her reading, because she was to

go to her husband.

VISIT TO R .

Yesterday I went to R with my sister, Mrs. Nichols. The

school we visited first is for very little girls, who are taught by

a boy. He is well fitted for his situation as he is gentle, and yet

seems to have all the scholars under perfect control—every thing

is so orderly and well conducted. One child, called Mootka, was

especially interesting as she was exceedingly pretty, with such

bright eyes. All the scholars laughed when my sister told them

this little girl’s name, and that mine meant a pearl. We ate our

lunch in the palkies, which are certainly a most disagreeable mode
of conveyance. The bearers keep incessantly muttering something

as they walk, which at first I thought were their prayers. It seems

to me, that in a crowded street they must be an unsafe convey-

ance. I saw a rider’s horse knock down the bearers of a palky

who evidently were much injured, although the person inside

w^as not thrown out. There was a great noise, as a matter

of course, for the natives are unable to do anything without it.

MISSION SABBATII-SCHOOL.

I have joined the Sabbath-school in which all the ladies of the

American Home were teaching. I find the scholars among the

most ignorant beings I have ever seen, and many are so destitute,

they have hardly a rag to cover them. Some of the costumes

really tempt one to laugh
;

for instance, one little boy had on a

very old pair of white kid shoes, cut at the heels, while a little

girl had on the remnants of a light pink silk.

The East Indian children are to be distinguished by the variety

of colors they delight to load themselves with, besides sham jew-

elry of every description. I trust we shall do these outcasts some
good, for they can be reached in no other way.
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THREE months’ PROGRESS.

]\Iy sister and I went to a tea meeting and address, held at the

Union Chapel, which celebrated thus its fiftieth anniversary.

The present minister came out here in the same ship with us,

and was most acceptable by his sermons on board.

We have been in India now three months, which seem to have

passed quickly. One pundit tells us we are getting on very fast

with the language, although I long for the time when I can speak

without an interpreter. This week I have had a very nice girl

as my interpreter named Rebecca, a pupil of the Normal School,

who seems to take a deep interest in zenana work.

I liave attended the service at Mizapore, conducted in Bengali,

and think, if possible, I shall always go, as it will accustom me to

the sounds of the language, while I can even now understand

some of the words. It was refreshing to see these natives calling

on the name of our Saviour. A babu played the harmonium,

and the singing was very good.

REPORTS FROM BIBLE-READERS.

Dehra, India.

Extracts from the journal of Margaret and Julia translated hy

Miss Beatty.

We have only been able to give .a few extracts from

the daily journal of our Bible-readers, Margaret and Julia;

but it will be seen from these, how faithfully they have

continued their labors, and how apt their selections and

ready illustrations aio to the different cases they come in

contact with.

June \st^ I860.—We went into a village where we met four

women, to whom we read and talked of the birth of Christ.

They said the reign of the English was good, because thc}’^ had
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peace, and then they ashed, “ Why do they not have caste as

\vc do ?” We told them God created ns all alike, that we

were descended from the same parents, and as jDarents divide

all things equally to their children, so did God. Ilis book,

also, God gives to all, and not alone to the priests, and all,

therefore, should learn to read it. The women listened atten-

tively.

' June 4zth.—In another village, we met a woman whose son had

given her a great deal of trouble. She was very sad, and to com-

fort her, we read and explained the parable of the prodigal

son. We tried to persuade her also to return to the Heavenly

Father, who would receive her as freely as the father in the par-

able.

June '1th .—We went to the house of a Hindoo woman who
was very ill, but who was attended by several neighbors. Read

the 3d of John, and told them that tliose who believe on Jesus

would find eternal life. The sick woman said, “ Hearing these

words, my heart becomes much comforted.” We told her there

was greater comfort still, if she would come to Jesus and trust

him, that He was our Saviour and Comforter, and we had con-

tinual joy in Him.

June \Mh .—We went again to the village of the Grain Mill

and read Matthew 12th. When I began to explain how Jesus

came to save us, and also of the sufferings He bore for our sins,

one woman wept bitterly.

June —Went to see a woman, and while talking, her hus-

band came up and said, “ It is as warm as if the day of judg-

ment was coming !” “ I said, when it really comes, do you sup-

pose there will be no more anxiety than now I then explained

to them, from the Word of God, what would be the condition of

people at that day. They became very sad and thoughtful, and

then I told them how God had provided a way by which we
might meet that day without fear.

June Tlth .—We went to the bazaar, where we found seven

women sitting together and talking. When they saw us, they

welcomed us with pleasure in their faces, and seated us in their
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midst. Then they told us all their affiurs, and Margaret read and

explained the story of the young man who came to Jesus to ask

what he must do to be saved. We then said, if they wished to

enter the kingdom of God, they must be willing to do as Jesus

directed.

July \0tli .—Went to the bazaar, where we found two or there

women gathered. Read to them the 12th chapter of Acts, and

taught them this little prayer : “ O God, forgive my sins, and

show me the true way of life, for Jesus’ sake.” They learned

this with great pleasure, and said, “ The words you have caused

us to hear make our hearts very glad and give great comfort,

do come always, and we will hear you; and, until you come
again, we will wish for you.”

July ^oih .— I talked with a Hindoo woman, and read to her

the 1st and 2d chapters of James. She listened, and said, “ I

obey only God, and to no other do I offer worship. From my
birth till now, I have been doing good works, and yet much pain

have I suffered.” I said, “ One thing yet remains
;
believe on

the Lord Jesus [Christ and you will find salvation. If not,

you will have pain on earth and hereafter also. From good

works alone you can get no rest, faith in Christ is our only

hope.”

August —We went to the other side of the bazaar where

we found a woman who was begging. She told us she came

from a part of the country where there was a famine. We said,

“ Shall we tell you the news of a Saviour, that you may carry it

back to your own country?” She answered, with great joy in

her expression, “ Do, let me hear !” We read to her the account

of the birth of our Saviour.

September ^th .—We went to a village where we met two or

three Hindoo women, and one of them said, “ We have been wish-

ing for you a very long time. Please tell us about fasting, for

this is our fast-day.” So we read to them Matthew 6th, and they

began to talk among themselves, “ Now, we ought to keep such

a fast.” We taught them how they should always in fasting

pray to God for the forgiveness of their sins, and seek help

through Jesus.
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Cesarea, Turkey,
Extracts from the reports of Bible-readers under the care of

Mrs. W. H. Giles.

STATISTICS OF MARIAM’s WORK SINCE SEPTEMBER IST, 1866.

Number of houses visited, 309

.
“ persons conversed with, 1,140
“ “ unable to read, 686
“ houses destitute of the new translation of the

Bible, 30

INCIDENTS OF MARIAM’s VISITS.

September 2d.—At the house of some Armenian neighbors, who
were formerly very hostile, but are now friendly, Mariam met two
aged women, one of whom was lame and unable to walk. They
listened attentively, begging Mariam to come often, and prom-

ised to attend service at the chapel when they are able.

September l^th.—In M.’s visits to-day, they inquired why she

had not been there before, showing the interest they felt in her.

Some IMusselman women begged her to show them the difference

between her manner of living and theirs. She, among other

things, explained the value and importance of prayer. The Ar-

menians think the earlier they can pray in the morning the bet-

ter they will be. INI. show^ed them that God was ever ready to

hear and answer prayer at all times, which they were glad to

hear, saying “Now our souls can be saved.”

October Is^.—In one house they sent requiring M.’s medical

services. Many women w’ere present, and all begged her to read

to them, and, when she left, hoped she would come soon to -re-

main a long time, giving them religious instruction.

October 2(Z.—A fortune teller was in one house where M. visited.

Some present had great faith in her, but were persuaded she did

not do right, when they heard it proved from texts of Scripture

that all soothsaying was evil in God’s sight. A week after, Ma-

riam inquired if the fortune-teller had prophesied the truth, when
all confessed she had not.

October 11th.—At an Armenian house they asked why their
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priests did not come and read the Bible as the Protestants did ?

One woman asked if it were sinful to kiss a stone cross in the

house, which she did out of respect to God ? Then M. told her

that the Jews did similar things, and God punished them. She

was much surprised. Another woman was so rejoiced, that she

said, “I am eating mj soul many times.”

November 2*1th .—As M. was passing a house, a woman called

out, “ Are you not coming in here ?” She went in and found

sickness there. After comforting them, she read and prayed.

They desired to show their respect by preparing food for her

;

but she said, “If you will attend to what I have said, I will con-

sider it the highest respect.”

December 24^A—In one house, where the subject of religion

was discussed, they said, “We have but one Bible, and it makes

no difference whether we are Protestants or Armenians.” Mariam

replied, “ Each nation, I know, thinks their religion is right, but

if there be but one Bible and one God, we must examine our-

selves well and see if the practice of our lives corresponds to His

Word. You worship pictures, saints, and observe holydays which

God has not commanded.” She then showed them from the

Bible, that, beside Jesus, we had no intercessor with the Father.

At the prayer-meeting, twenty-five women were present.

Mrs. Giles gives the following sketch of the work ac-

complished by the two other Bible-readers who are em-

ployed by the Society :

Tayne Hanum’s wmrk is also very interesting, and Tayne

Cheche is doing a great deal of good in Chomakla. The women
come to her daily for instruction, and, though poor, are liberal,

almost beyond their ability, in the cause of Christ. Mr. Giles

recently visited there, and finds the spirit of brotherly love among

the Protestants quite remarkable. He examined and admitted

twelve persons to the church, among them one woman, while an-

other will, we hope, soon be received.

Although there is some persecution in our field, especially in

Cesarea, this only makes the work progress the faster. Pray for

us that our work among this people may be blessed, and many
souls be saved
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Smyrna.
Extract from the letter received from Anna, our Bible-

reader under the care of the Rev. and Mrs. H. J. Van
Lennep

:

Smyrna, February Isf, 1867.

Beloved Sisters,—Behold another year has gone by, leaving

its shadow behind it, and has mingled with the thousands already

past never to be recalled. During its course, our hearts were

often cheered by the progress of the work of the Lord, and

though we have sometimes been pained also, yet our joy is fully

in proportion to the labor we have bestowed. The Lord grant

us grace to serve Him better this year. May He bless it to you

and to the labors you have undertaken for Him, so that the Word
of God may be read in all the world, and especially in Asia,

where the condition of women being more sad, needs more com-

passion. I feel that I have great need of your prayers, for as

my relations to my fellow-creatures multiply, my duties necessarily

increase.

I have commenced a school with my sister, in which I teach

part of the day. We have thirty pupils, some of whom were

beggars, and the parents of some are still living by charity. The
gathering of this school is one of the fruits of your labors in

this city. The parents and friends of the children are pleased

with their progress, and encourage us to persevere. The chil-

dren are very fond of the Bible stories and singing—the latter

seems to attract those who pass along the street. The mother of

one of the children says that her little one is so fond of the Bible

stories that she repeats them many times before going to sleep.

Two or three days ago, a widow came to me who has a boy at

our school, and said; “I am deprived of world comfort, neither

can nature, nor starry heavens, nor the face of friends give me
joy, and often I remain without food or fire, or even a piece of

dry bread. But this child greatly comforts me by repeating

what he hears from you. He relates such beautiful stories out

of the Holy Scriptures as I never heard of before. I lament that

1 have so long been ignorant
;
but I say, blessed are we that are
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yet alive to hear of the salvation of Christ.” I replied, “We
cannot be saved by knowledge, but only by simple faith in

Christ.”

We have two boys whose parents have undergone very severe

trials. They were formerly in good circumstances, but lost every-

thing by fire in Constantinople. They went to another city, and

having found work, they succeeded in replacing their most neces-

sary clothing and furniture. But another fire occurred, in which

they again lost all they had. They were reduced to such straights

as to be compelled to spend several nights upon the mountains.

Finally, having heard Smyrna called the Mother of the Poor^

because fruit and other trades offer many employments, they came

here, and though still in great poverty, they find a support.

But they now rejoice in the consolations of the gospel, which are

daily imparted to them by their boys, who attend our schools,

and are but eight or nine years old. One of them desired that

the school, one day, would sing the hymn which commences,
“ I want to be an angel.” Not recalling the words, he said,

“ Please sing the hymn that says, “ I know I am a sinful child.”

It seems as if this idea had been impressed upon his mind. The

Lord grant that they all may not only feel that they are sinners,

but may find forgiveness by faith in Christ, and may serve Him
from their childhood.

I was talking to a little girl the other day about her sufierings

and said to her—“ These bodily pains are temporary, let us be

then careful that we be happy for ever. Where do you think

you shall go when you die?” “To receive a crown of glory,”

she replied. I said, “ A crown of glory is for the righteous

alone, sinners cannot expect anything but a crown of thorns.”

The child seemed frightened, and looking into my face, asked

:

‘ Am I a sinner ?” “ The Bible says we are all sinners,” I re-

plied. “Do you not remember doing wrong ?” She said—“I

sometimes say bad words, but I confess to the priest and it is

forgiven.” “No,” I replied, “ God has said, ‘the soul that sin-

neth it shall die,’ and the priest himself needs a mediator. But,

do not despair, for one who has no sin, Jesus Christ, is a sufficient

mediator for the whole world. He took upon himself to wear
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the crown of thorns that all who sincerely believe in Him, may
forever wear a crown of glory.”

I must close, commending you to the Lord and to the word of

His grace. I beg you to pray for me, as I ever pray for you.

Anna Siraganian.

Mr. Van Lennep adds these few words of commenda-

tion, which will be gratifying to all our readers :

“ Anna is doing well
;
patient, laborious, wide awake. It is

chiefly as a result of her labors that we have now attempted,

and succeeded in gathering a school of children, mostly from the

poorer classes, which is taught by Anna’s sister with her assist-

ance. And, although we began the experiment only three

months ago with three scholars, it numbered thirty in January,

and has now gone beyond forty. We had attempted before to es-

tablish a thoroughly evangelical school, but had mefl^ith little

success as the natives are so jealous of our labors, that they have

large free schools where all their superstitions are taught and en-

forced. There must be something very attractive in our teach-

ers’ manners and character to lead the parents to send us their

children. The pupils are mostly Armenian, but there are two

little Jewish girls and two bright Turkish girls of twelve. Anna
continues her labors of Bible-reading, but helps her sister in the

school, as this gives her free access to the children’s families. I

have mentioned this “Five Points School,” as I call it, because it

is one result of the assistance of your society.

“ I am anxious that the good work of your society may be ex-

tended to the interior, and would therefore ask you to employ

two additional Bible-readers. One at Thyatira, one of the seven

churches of Asia where we have a chapel, and another at Aiden.

The wives of our pastors, who are educated Christians, would be

enabled to spend half of every day in going about and reading

the word of God to the women. The one in Thyatira has lately

lost three of her children by scarlet fever, and has been led to

consecrate herself anew to the Lord.”

It gives us pleasure to state that this request of Mr.

Van Lennep has been granted by the Board.
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Africa.

Extract from the Letter of Mrs. Lindley.

A kind friend who offered to support a Bible-reader in

Africa, has been induced by the followings statements

of the mission under the care of Rev. ^Ir. and Mrs.

Lindley, to appropriate her donation for the benefit of the

destitute girls mentioned.

“ February ^th^ 1867.—I regret to say that the good Bible-

readers among the Christian women, are so much confined at

home by their children and other family cares, that they think

it impossible to attend to outside duties. We have in our sta-

tion some Christian girls who read fluently, but the state of soci-

ety among me heathen is such, that we dare not send them out

as Bible-readers. Should any come to my notice, who can profit-

ably be employed in this work, I will gladly use the funds sent

in this direction.

“ At present, I will expend the money sent by Mrs. A
,
in

clothing and instructing six little girls during tbe present year.

Two of these girls are very poor orphans. One of them has a

blind father, who can do nothing for the support of a large

family of little ones. The others have fathers who are too poor,

or too worthless to take proper care of their children. With the

money sent originally by the Society for another Bible-reader, I

will purchase clothing for some very poor women, who are

ashamed to attend our religious servdees on account of their rag-

ged condition, and will also appropriate a portion to the semin-

ary for girls.

“ For two years in succession, rains have failed to fall when most

needed to bring to maturity such crops as are raised by the na-

tives. Those who formerly could sell Indian corn and with the

money realized buy clothing, have less than enough for their own

families. The consequence is, they have not been able to buy

clothing, and are now seen in sadly tattered raiment.”
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Mexico.
Extract from the Letter of Miss Rankin.

Owino- to the irreo-iilaritv of the Mexican mails, the re-

ports of our Bibl e-reader in Monterey have failed to

reach us. The following account of the encouraging

work, there will, we doubt not, from this very delay be

most acceptable.

“ I have endeavoured from time to time to report to you con-

cerning the work, sustained by your Society in Monterey,

ISIexico.

“ The active and devoted Mexican woman named ‘ Choua,’

whom you kindly offered to support in the work of imparting

Bible instruction, soon after commencing her labors, met with an

accident which quite disabled her from pursuing it with any de-

gree of success. In stepping from a carriage, she dislocated her

ancle in such a manner as to preclude her from using her foot

at present, and it is feared she may be a cripple for life. This

event was exceedingly deplored, as no other converted Mexican

woman seemed to be so admirably adapted for a Bible-reader as

this one.

“ Not willing the work should cease, we turned our attention to

others who were equally desirous of imparting the truth which

they had received. This they would do from the love of Christ,

although not possessed of the fortitude necessarily demanded in

encountering all the difficulties. Four Mexican converts of Ca-

dereita, who are devoted to the work of disseminating the Truth

will act jointly, and the funds appropriated by your Society will

be received by them as a testimony of your appreciation of their

work, rather than as a remuneration. Although exceedingly poor,

these pious women cannot understand the propriety of receiving

pay for work whicli they love to do so well. These women aim

never to lose an opportunity of speaking of the Gospel or reading

it, one as much as another, and assist each in obtaining a support.

Mr. Westrup, who has had opportunities of becoming well ac-

quainted with them speaks of them thus:
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“‘That they are true Christians, I have not the least doubt.

Almost unaided, except by their Bible, they freed themselves

from the shackles of Rome and unfalteringly press forward to do

all in their power to instruct others. The firm and lively faith of

Mexican Christians is something I never observed before among
any other nation, and the God who thus feeds them in soul will

take care of their bodies. Although the Truth, as it spreads

through Mexico, demands great sacrifices of its adherents, yet

these women are ready to make them. It will afford them much
encouragement to receive from Christians abroad, substantial evi-

dence that they are willing to make sacrifices too.’

“ I have thus given in full the testimony of this Christian Eng-

lishman, which will corroborate my own opinion of these Mexican

women. No one is willing to encounter these diflSculties alone,

but all will work together spending a portion of time each

day in Bible-reading. Great good will, I fully believe, result

from their united labors.

“ Five Mexican pupils also have been kept in the Protestant

school by your Society.* It is desirable that they should be con-

tinued there, as our hope for raising up Protestant teachers in

Mexico rests upon the proper education of the rising generation.

The pupils which I selected for your Society, were those who
promise to be benefited by the outlay. No pains shall be spared

to prepare these Mexican youths for future usefulness to their be-

nighted country.

“ I rejoice that God has put it into the hearts of American wom-
en to aid us essentially in the work of Mexican evangelization.

I trust your prayers will follow your gifts, and we shall see the

cause of Christ rapidly advancing in that dark land. May the

influences of the Woman’s Union Missionary Society, be felt in

every land, and to many who sit in darkness, may light spring

up. Christ, I doubt not, has commissioned your Society, and as

He so strikingly honored the services of women while here on

earth, I trust He will be with and bless you in the work of labor

and of love which you are performing in His name.”

* These have been supported by a member and the Young Ladies’

Bible Class of the Bev. Dr. Stryker’s Church, N. Y.



Quarterly Meetings.

A MEETING Avas held at the house of Mrs. Doremus,

March 21st, at which Rev. Mr. Douglass from the Telegu

Mission, in India, and Mrs. Van Meter from the Bassein

Mission, in Burmah, were present.

Mr. Douglass after giving an account of the station un-

der his care, and the work which was rapidly opening for

the influence of women, cited several instances which had

fallen under his notice. One Avas a remarkable woman of

high caste, called Lydia, Avho had been converted by the

power of the gospel. Desirous to do something for the Mas-

ter who had redeemed her, she went from place to place

speaking publicly of the glorious truths of sah^ation. Mr.

Douglass mentioned her as a Avoman possessed of such mar-

vellous eloquence, that he had often listened to her Avith as-

tonishment. On one occasion he heard her illustrate the

power of the Christian religion with remarkable skill. She

began by raising in successive series the vast structure of

Hindooism, and then demolished it in the same graphic

manner by proofs of Christianity, which, in purity and

strength, could overwhelm all of heathenism.

The faith of Lydia he stated as equally remarkable

Avith her eloquence, rising superior to every obstacle.

Cataracts having formed upon her eyes, she became totally

blind, but Avith zeal and energy still continued her earnest

work. A friend from a distance sent her sufficient means

to enable her to go to Madras and have an operation per-

formed, Avhereby her sight might be restored. She ex-

pressed no surprise on receiving it, but said she knew it

Avas coming. On being asked how she kneAV this, she re-

plied, “ Because I had prayed so earnestly for it to my
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Heavenly Father yesterday and this morning.” When it

'was explained to her that the money came from a distance

and that it must have been sent before she offered prayer

for it, she still insisted, “My Father knew I would pray

for it, and so he put the thought into that friend’s mind

some time ago, that it might just reach me to be a direct

answer to my petition.” Lydia went to Madras, where

the operation was i^erformed successfully, but owing to

some imprudence one eye was greatly injured, and need-

ed a renewal of treatment. Yet her faith Tvas not

weakened for she said, “ I am sure God will restore my
sight for I have asked him so frequently, and I know he

'will glorify himself before the heathen.” Eventually she

entirely recovered the sight of both eyes, which was in-

deed a triumph of her faith and a blessing to all who
knew her. In closing, Mr. Douglass spoke with great earn-

estness of the power native women could exercise if only

converted to Christ, and prayed that every hindrance

might be removed in furthering the great object of our

society.

Mrs. \^an Meter gave some interesting statements with

regard to woman’s work in Burmah, where great results

could be accomplished by her instrumentality, among the

Karens. They were a people waiting for Christianity, and

whose earnest pleas for teachers of holy truth were heart

stirring. During itinerating hours, in boats, it was the

custom of the missionaries to stop at every place which

indicated a village. As soon as it was known that they

desired to speak to the people about the true God, they

were hastily collected even from their work in the fields,

and listened with eager hearts to the words of life. Often

had the petition come to them, to remain only for a few

weeks and tell them more of the religion they longed to
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believe. Sadly did the hearts of the missionaries sink

when they told them they could not remain, although at

some future day they hoped to return. After some inci-

dents of the work in Burmah, Mrs. Van Meter closed with

an earnest appeal, that many Christian women would feel

it a blessed privilege to offer themselves for the great

field which was opening rapidly for devoted efforts.

The May meeting was held on the 20th, at the house of

Mrs. Lyons, in Brooklyn, at which Rev. Dr. Schenck of St.

Ann’s presided. He was followed by an address from

the Rev. Mr. Burbank, a missionary lately returned from

Western Turkey, who gave some details of the work in

that extensive field.

The following article was sent us by the Boston branch

of our society, who have lately been stimulated to more
earnest efforts in the mission cause

:

“An interesting meeting of the Boston branch of the Woman’s

) Union Missionary Society, was held at the vestry of Park St.

i Church, on Thursday the 9th of May, Rev. Dr. Hooker presided

over the meeting which was opened with singing by some chil-

dren from the ‘Home for little Wanderers.’ Prayer was offered

by Mr. Morse, followed by reading of the scriptures by Dr. Clark

I
of the American board. Dr. Hooker then addressed the meeting,

!
saying that he considered the education of women not only a link

in the chain for the world’s conversion but a lever which must be

used to insure success. Rev. Mr. Abbott, of South Boston, com-

jl plimented the ladies on their past zeal and said that he and his

I church had ever taken a deep interest in the society. Miss Marston

the first missionary ever sent to a foreign land under its auspices,

j

having been a member of his congregation. Rev. Mr. Fulton, of

\
Treinont Temple made an address in his happy manner, exhorting

us to labor with our equals at home who neglected the means of

Public Meeting in Boston.
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grace. He closed by reading extract from the address of Rev.

Mr. Nelson, as published in the “ Spirit of Missions,” on the deg-

radation and servitude of women in China. Mr. Toles of the

‘ Wanderer’s Horne,’ said his first religious impressions were re-

ceived from a missionary, and his first efforts and contributions

were in that direction. Not until the sight of ragged children in

New York had affected his heart, did he turn his attention to the

work of saving them, who might in turn give the blessing of

Christianity to the heathen. Letters were read from Rev. Dr. Hun-

tington, and Dr. Butler, a missionary who has returned from

India, expressing regret at not being able to attend the meeting.

Mr. Abbott closed the exercises by reading the Hindoo woman’s

lament in the ‘Missionary Link’ of July, 1866.” H. V. Gould.

For the Missionary Link.

Progress of the Philadelphia Branch.
A public meeting of the Philadelphia Branch of the Women’s Union Mis-

sionary Society, was held April 30th at the Church of Epiphany, Fifteenth

and Chestnut streets. Rer. Dr. Newton, Rector of the church, presided,

and opened the meeting by reading from , the 60th chapter of Isaiah, after

which he announced the 102d Hymn, which the entire audience united in

singing.

He then made some introductory remarks respecting the object to be at-

tained by the organization, during which he said that there were three

hundred millions in India who were out of the reach of religious influences,

and that the aim of the managers was to reach this mass of persons as far

as possible through the Bible-readers who are employed by this organization

The report of the Managers, in alluding to Calcutta, speaks of it as the

centre of all expansive movements, and owing to its extended intercourse

with educated foreigners, is fifty years in advance of the rest of India, in

elevating woman. In this city they have been led to establish an “Ameri-

can Home,” where five missionaries now reside, two of whom having been

recently admitted into their ranks. These ladies are superintending twenty-

two native teachers, or Bible-readers, who labor with them in one hundred

and three zenanas and ten day-schools for girls, in the city of Calcutta,

with its adjacent. Owing to the social custom which requires the varied

ramifications of a family to reside under one roof, the poor women who are

reached by the efibrts of the managers number many hundreds.

During the evening, addresses were made by Rev. Drs. Scudder, Board-

man and Nandal.
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Sucli was the brief notice in the Philadelphia Inquirer of May
1st. TV"e have no room in this Number to give extracts from the

interesting speeches of the clergymen who warmly approved this

mission, and the influences it brought to aid the spread of the

Gospel in heathendom. Rev. Dr. Scudder, whose birth-place was

India, and whose life work has been preaching the Gospel there,

bore eloquent witness to the need of women’s help in the work of

missions, favoring as he did in his excellent speech before the

New York Society “ sending an army of Christian women to

India, as missionaries.”

To do this we must have friends. We entreat our Christian

sisters of all denominations to aid ns. The Phildelphia Branch

has hitherto been small, but this year gives promise of better

fruits. We have been much encouraged by a visit from Mrs. Van
Meter, an American missionary lady from Burmah, who has been

aiding in her husband’s mission. Rev. Henry L. dieter, for the last

nineteen years. This devoted Christian lady highly approves our

mission work, and would be glad to take back with her to South-

ern Burmah two or three single ladies as Bible teachers of women
and children.

We must, therefore, continue our appeals for larger gifts, while

gratefully acknowledging the contributions and collections since

April 1st, 1867

:

From. ladies of Flemington, N. J. . $100 00
ii “ Glasgow, Del. 15 00
u “ Baltimore, Md. 5 00
u “ Princeton, N. J. . 10 00
u Hon. Matthew Vassar, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 10 00
u Wheeler & Wilson, New York city. a sewing

machine for our Mission in China, 85 00
u collections in Philadelphia, . . 299 30

Twenty dollars of this sum was collected by a “Band” in Ger-

mantown, and other bands are engaged. An assistant Society

has been formed by the ladies of Camden, N. J., with whom we
are happy to unite. Sarah J. Hale, President.

Philadelphia.^ July 1867.



A Fly’s Lesson.

A GOOD missionary was one evening sitting in liis lonely room,

downcast and sorrowful. His liealth was so impaired by the

warm climate of India, that he was about to return home to re-

cover it. As he sat thinking over his life and labors among the

poor heathen, for whom he had sacrificed so much, he began to

feel all his efforts to benefit them had been in vain, and he was

going to leave them without one mark which should last for

eternity. Presently his eyes fell upon his writing-table, which

was covered with thick, green baize, and there, entangled in the

long woolen fibres, he saw something very tiny moving. As he

could hardly distinguish what it was, he took a miscroscope

and saw the little object proved to be a very minute insect strug-

gling to move through the material, whose coarse texture was, to

its size, a thick and tangled forest.

The poor little insect would patiently push its w^ay through

one little space, and then would seem to be enveloped in the

furzy threads, which wove a thick bridge around its path.

Again it would fall over and lie motionless, as if stunned by

the difficulties which it must overcome
;
yet, in a few moments,

it would rise, and, nothing daunted, struggle on. Thus it did

for an hour, never ceasing its efforts, and never giving up its

goal, which seemed so distant and hard to be won. At last it

neared the edge of the table, which was finished with a broad

border of wood. Here the little insect paused a moment, and

then shaking itself free from the shackles which had bound it,

spread its gauzy wings, brilliant with a score of colors, and soared

away.

The good missionary, who had watched the little insect so in-

tensely, recognized it for one of the smallest flies which are float-
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ing in the Eistern atmosphere, almost invisible to the naked eye.

His thoughts, which had been so absorbed in wonderment at the

indomitable efforts of the fly, then turned inwardly. As he com-

pared the struggles he had just seen with his own trials in a

foreign land, he sighed to remember how his heart had desired

fruits of his labors before he had endured with perseverance unto

the end. He rose from that hour a wiser, more hopeful man,

feeling that one of the humblest of God’s creation had taught him

a lesson which could never be forgotten until life’s close.

H. G. Brittan.

LETTERS FROM NATIVE TEACHERS.

The following letters from native teachers in Calcutta,

who are supported by specific contributions, are given

without alteration :

Letter from Eliza,

A native teacher, supported by the Mission Band, “ Hopeful Gleaners’"

New York.
April IMh, 1867.

My Dear Young Ladies,—I am going to tell you something

about my work. I am daily engaged in teaching the zenanas. I

teach six hours every day, and am glad to say that all my
scholars know something about the great God, the Creator of

heaven and earth. But I hope and pray that they may soon

know and love His Beloved Son, Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the

world. Some of my scholars are reading part first of “ Line

upon Line.” Besides those six houses, I go to teach another

house, only on Saturdays. There is a bright young woman,

whose name is Kristo. She reads the Holy Bible every day.

Now, I must tell you about myself. I am an orphan girl. I

have two sisters and a brother. I am about eighteen years old.

We are two sisters, working under Miss Brittan, and the youngest

is in the Free Church Orphanage learning. Please excuse me
for my short note. I shall try and write a long letter next time.

With love, yours faithfully, Eliza Seal.
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Letter from Shoshie,
The native teacher supported dy the Sahhath-school in Princeton,

Xew Jersey.

My Dear Young Friends,—It is with pleasure I am going

to write to you, and will gladly inform you of myself, trusting you

will be glad to hear, because I am sure you are interested in me
Yerj" much. AVith regard to my education. At first I was put

by my brothers in the Central School, where my other two sisters

went with me
;
and again, after a time, we went to Mrs. Pourie’s

school at Boitabrana, and now my elder sister and I have come

out from there as zenana teachers under Miss Brittan. She is very

kind to us. My younger sister is still in school. I am glad to

tell you that I like my work very much
;
and I hope I shall let

you know in my next letter something about them, as I could

not do so now, because I have chosen to give an account of my-

self in this letter.

I hope all of you will jiray for these benighted fellow-creatures.

Ob, I hope the time will soon come when these will confess the

Lord Jesus Christ openly. I must conclude now, as I have not

got any more to say. Incurs sincerely,

Shoshie Neal.

Meeting of the “ H. G. Brittan” Band.
Last fall a little sketch was sent of a very pleasant

meeting held by the Band, who although iinknow'n to our

dear Miss Brittan, loved her from her beautiful stories of

heathen life, and called themselves after her name. The
crow'ded pages of our Mission Band Department have

prevented a previous insertion.

The little entertainment given my little Band was a very pleas-

ant affair. The exercises were opened by prayer offered by Mr.

Nathan Lane of the South Presbyterian Church, Mr.AYarner of Dr.

Buddington’s church read the report and made some pertinent

remarks, contrasting the condition of those happy ones there,

sitting before him, with those for whom they bad by their in-
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dustry sliown such substantial sympathy. He then read a letter

from Miss Brittan which wms listened to with marked attention.

Mr. AValter S. Griffith then spoke to the children in a most hap-

py manner, allowing them the extent and value of the effort they

w’ere making, and that their little arms were reaching across the

waters to far off heathen lands and sending the Bible to children

there who never heard of a Saviour. The members of the Band
have prepared a box containing the following articles: 5 skirts,

24 dolls dressed, 18 bibs, 8 tidies, 2 pair infant’s socks, 4 pair

worsted elastics, 1 set of collar and cuff’s, 1 pin-cushion cover, 1

box sundries, 1 gilt cover, 1 band, 4 pin balls, 1 pair mats, rem-

nants of calico and muslin.

AYe would like that these articles be sent to Miss Brittan for the

benefit of her field of labor. AYe hope to be more efficient in

future, but in doing what little we have done wo have had to

contend with much that was difficult.

Mrs. G. C. AAMite, Pres. of^''II. O. BrittarC'^ Band.

Extracts from Reports of Mission Bands.
Our limited space will prevent our giving more than an

extract from the Reports of Aiission Bands, who have

each labored so earnestly in the cause we love.

“jewels of the lord,” new haven, conn.

Mrs. S. A. Fellowes, the President of this Band, writes :

“ AYe now send a check for $54, collected thus far by our Mis-

sion Band—“Jewels of the Lord.” AYe should like it appropri-

ated to the support of a child who may be educated for a Bible-

reader, and would prefer one from India, as our Secretary, Miss

Isabella Hume, was born in that country. Her father. Rev. Rob-
ert Hume, having labored twenty- five years in Bombay and
Africa.”

“ HELPING HANDS,” WASHINGTON HEIGHTS, N. Y.

[Miss Johnstone writes :

“ The Band has now forwarded to you $36 83, of its own col-

lecting and $50 02, which it received for this special work from
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the following Sabbath school classes of the Church of the Inter-

cession
: (Miss Van Voorhis’ class, $13 83

;
Miss Audubon’s $5 24 ;

Miss R. Audubon’s, $8 01
;
Miss Jones, $4 08 ;

Miss Johnstone,

$18 86.) With this amount they would like to name
,
as

a Life Member of the Woman’s Missionary Society. We would
like to have a Bible-reader selected for us, to whom Miss Van
Voorhis’ Sunday-school class has sent a Bible. The Band also

forward some fancy articles for the next boy which may be sent

to our missionaries.

Rules for Forming Mission Bands.

1. An association of the young banded together to aid the “Woa.ana
Union Missionary Society’" shall be called a “ Mission Band.”

2. Each Band shall be responsible for the payment of not less than $20 a

year.

3. A child may become a Meinler of a Mission Band by the annual pay-

ment of twenty-five cents. Parents or other adults may become Honorary

Members by the annual payment of fifty cents.

4. Each member shall be entitled to a certificate of membership provided

by the Society.

5. A Mission Band may be formed by four or six young ladies or children

acting as collectors, whose duty it shall be to obtain the names of members,

return them certificates of membership properly filled out, and also to make
yearly collections as they become due.

6. Each Mission Band shall have the superintendence of some lady in the

same church where it is formed, whose duty it shall be to watch over and

direct the labors of the collectors,*see that their payments are duly made
to the general Treasurer, and in every way encourage their efforts.

7. Each Mission Band may have the privilege of specifying in what par-

ticular field, occupied by the parent Society, they wish their money to be

expended.

8. Each Mission Band must select an appropiate name, that no confusion

arise in the acknowledgment of money.
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Receipts during the months of April, Alay and June, 1867.

NEW HAMPSHIRE.—Concord, the
“Concord Branch,” Miss I. Minot, col-
lector $69

VERMONT.—Rutland, Miss E. Sea-
ver, collector $5

MASS.—Dorchester, Elbridge Torrey,
Esq $5

CONN.—New Haven, Mission Band,
“Jewels of the Lord,” per Mrs. S. M.
Fellowes, to support child in Calcutta,

$54; Miss Abbie Lyman, collector, in-
cluding $Q0 from Mrs. Wheeler, $70—
Somerville, a Friend, $5— Fairfield,
“ Bishop Heher” Mission Band, Mrs. J.

H. Glover, Sec., $20= $144

NEW YORK.-Syracuse, A. J. Lan-
sing, per Mrs. Towmsend, for child in
Shanghai, China, $25 ;

per Mrs. Towns-
end, for children in Chittoor, India, $10

;

Miss Mary Jackson, for child in Shang-
hai, $30 ;

per Mrs. Townsend, for Bible-
reader, under care of Mrs. Thomp-
son, Shanghai, $10; Le Roy, Le Roy
Auxiliary, including $27 from Mission
Band, “ Little Stars^’ and $50 from Mrs.
E. E. Ingham Staunton, $146.85—Bata-
via, “Doremus” Mission Band, per Miss
D. C. Taggart, $30 — Canandai^a,
“ Pierce” Mission Band, per Mrs. M. H.
Worthington, $20—Cardiff, Mrs. J. S.

Hallenbeck, per Mrs. Townsend $10—
Washington Heights, Mission Band
“Helping Hands,” $36.83; S. S. of
Church of the Intercession, per Band
“Helping Hands,” $50.02—Southamp-
ton, L. I., Mrs. Edward Sayre, from la-

dies of Southampton, $29.50= .
.
$398.20

N. Y. CITY.—Mrs. J. Williamson, col.,

including $50 from Mrs. Horace Web-
ster, for Bible-reader in China, $79 ;

Mrs.
F. M. Wiley, per Mrs. Van Meter, for
Bible-reader to the Karens, Burmah,
$25 ;

Miss M. Gelston, per Miss Varick
$20 ;

Bible-class of 34th Street Ref. Dutch
church, per Mrs. Rev. P. Stryker, for
education of Mexican girls, under Miss
Rankin, $30 in gold

;
Mrs, D. Van Nos-

trand, sub’r, per Mrs. T. C. Doremus,
$20 ;

Stewart Brown, Esq., Life Member,
^50, also Mrs. Stewart Brown, Life Mem-

ber, $50, both per Miss Julia Mills
;
Mrs.

Edward C. Chapin, $10 ;
Mrs. George Car-

penter, $2; Mrs. Thos. Douglass, sub’r,

$20; Mrs. Wm. Spencer, per Mrs. Jacob
Le Roy, $100 ;

Miss Tillon, $5 ;
the

“Brick Church Sociable,” per A. E.
Lewis, Esq., treas., for expenses of box
to Calcutta, $33.39 ;

Miss Anna Baldwin,
coll’r, $35 ;

per Dr. Hallock, $2 cirrrency,

and $1. gold= $3.38; Mrs. Kent, $10;
Mrs. Dr. Blakeman, Sub’r and coll’r,

$22; Miss S. Hills S. S. class, $10;
Mission Band, “ Star of the West,” per
Mrs. Rev. J. T. Duryea, $31 ;

Miss Mary
Kissam, $3; Mrs. J, B. Kissam, $2;
Mission Band “Hopeful Gleaners,”
Blanche Andrews, treas., per Miss S. J.

Lee, to support native teacher in Cal-

cutta, $54.25; Mission Band “First
Fruits,” etc., per Miss Blakeman, to sup-

port native teacher in Calcutta, $87.55

;

a Friend, for vacation expenses of mis-

sionaries. $50; Mrs. A., $50; Mrs. Mary
Nesbit, $5 ; Mrs. S. Cutter, coll, r, $20

;

Miss J. Mills, collector, $8.35 = $835 92

BROOKLYN.—“ B. C. Cutler” Mission
Band, per Miss Messenger, $35.25; Mrs.

H. G. K. Calef, coll’r, $21 ;
Clinton ave

Cong. S. S., per “Tioneer Band,” $100;

Mi'9 . Eli Merrill, Life Member and coll’r,

for support of native teacher in Calcutta,

$114; Miss A. M. Wescott, coll’r, $36;
Mission Band “ Morning Star,” per Miss
A. C. Brower, $54; Mission Band “ The
Gleaners,” per Miss A. T. Wells, $23.50

;

Mrs. J. P. Dike, coll’r, $37 ;
Mrs. A. S.

Barnes, sub’r, $20; Mrs. A. T. Baxter,

coll’r, $17; Miss Charlotte Smithers,

coll’r! including $50 from Miss Stone,

Life Member, $64; Miss Sharp, per

Band “Light Bearers,” $25; Miss E. B.

Ingalls, coll’r, $33; Mrs. Wm. C. HuU,
coll’r, $30; Mrs. G. W. Kendall, coll’r,

$60 ;
Miss S. D. White, coll’r, $24 ;

Mrs. J.

P. Robinson, sub’r, $20 ; Fair of 1866, per

Mrs. J. P. Robinson, treas., $12.30;

Proceeds of a Fair held by the “ Cuyler
Mission Band,” Miss A. C. McHenry,
pres.. Miss Mary Jarvie, treas., to con-

stitute Rev. and Mrs. Theo. L. Cuyler,

and Mrs. Louisa Frances Cuyler, Life

Members, $700= $1,426 05
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NEW JERSEY.—Trenton, Mrs. E. J.
Hunt, per Mrs. Buttolph, $10 : S. S. of
St. Paul’s church, per Mrs. Buttolph,
$20 ; New Brunswick, Miss H. Hoyt $5 :

Miss E. S. Voorhees, coll’r, .$46 ;
Bridge-

ton, “ I^’y Hall Mission Band,” per Miss
M. C. Sheppard, Life Member, $100—
Elizabeth. ” Elizabeth Branch.” per Mrs.
G. T. Mulford, treas., $54.9S—Montclair,
Mrs. Edward Sweet. $5 ;

Franklin, Band
“ Willing Helpers,” per Miss Haines,
$37.50—Princeton, Miss F. Hutchings’
S. S. class, $1.20= $279 68

PENN.—Ladies of Westchester, per
Mrs. Rev. Dr. Dickson, (through Mrs.
Van Meter,) $20

DIST. OF COLUMBIA.—Washing-
ton, Ikliss Alice Middleton, coll’r . .

. $20

OHIO.—Cincinnati, S. S. of 2d Presh.

church, per Thornton M. Hink le. Esq.,
for Bible-reader, in Madura. India, $50

;

Mrs. S. J. Broadwell, sub'r $2^'—Oxford,
Miss Sarah E. Oliver, per C. Stetson
Spencer, Esq., $30 = $100

LOUISL\NA.—New Orleans, J. E. A.
Doremus, Esq $1

TEXAS.—Brownsville, J. A. Downey,
Esq $3

CANADA W.—Kingston, Lizzie Ham-
ilton and others $2

Subscriptions for Link 46 75

3 U. S. Coupons at $30 each= $90;
gold sold at 135 per cent $121 50

Total $3,477 10

Witli warm acknowledgments we mention the receipt of a large

box of fancy articles, designed for Miss Nottingham, from the S.

School of the Free Will Baptist Church, Brooklyn, per Mrs. Horace

Waters.

A large box of fancy articles from the “ Brick Church Sociable,”

N. Y. per Mrs. Darragh. Value, $100 with $33.39 to pay all expenses.

Pictures, cards and illuminated texts in sets from Mrs. D.

From Mission Band “ First Fruits,” N. Y., 2 pair slippers with

worsted
; 1 sofa pillow with worsted

;
3 worsted pin cushions

;
1

work bag
; 1 IndiUn needle book

;
2 worsted mats

; 1 needle book
;

1 head dress
; 1 pattern

; 2 pair of socks
;
2 cushions

; 2 bundles of

remnants
; 1 piece of canvas

;
1 cap

;
3 dolls

;
1 dancing doll.

From Mission Band “ Helping Hands,” Washington Heights, N.Y.

2 infants’ sacques ; 17 cross markers
;
10 emery hats

; 3 emery straw-

berries
;

1 toilet and cushion cover; 1 shaving paper case;-? mats ;

1 sampler
; 1 doll, bed and clothing

; 1 doll’s sontag
; 1 bead purse

;

sundries.
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